
Article 1
“Putin Posters in Kyiv”: Anatomy of a 
Manufactured Story
On October 7, 2024, the pro-Kremlin site TopWar ran a piece claiming that “more than a 
thousand” posters of Vladimir Putin, captioned “Putin will come and restore order,” 
appeared across Kyiv to mark his birthday. The article amplified unverified Telegram 
photos and framed the alleged campaign as proof of a clandestine pro-Putin sentiment 
inside Ukraine. Similar write-ups quickly echoed the claim across other Kremlin-friendly 
outlets. argumenti.ru+3Военное обозрение+3Репортёр+3

Manipulative intent and objective

The core tactic is classic propaganda laundering: seed an emotionally punchy visual (Putin 
posters in the Ukrainian capital), have aligned outlets cite each other as “evidence,” then 
imply grassroots legitimacy (“partisans” did it) to suggest Ukrainian fatigue with their 
own government and nostalgia for Russian “order.” This scaffolding aims to erode morale, 
sow doubt about Ukrainian public opinion, and manufacture the appearance of 
momentum for Russia. argumenti.ru

Why it’s fake

Independent fact-checkers in Ukraine and Georgia examined the circulated images and 
found clear signs of digital manipulation. One widely shared photo allegedly showing 
posters on the Treasury building of the National Museum of the History of Ukraine 
contains visible editing artifacts; the museum confirmed no such posters were placed on 
its façade. Other images were traced to real Kyiv locations onto which the posters were 
digitally overlaid. mythdetector.com+2disinfo.detector.media+2

Further reviews showed that the visuals spread primarily via Russian Telegram channels 
and sympathetic media, with no corroboration from reliable local outlets or authorities—
another hallmark of coordinated disinformation bursts. Ukrainian debunkers 
documented how propagandists reused stock or news photos of Kyiv landmarks and 
composited the Putin posters in post. disinfo.detector.media+1

Bottom line: the “1,000 posters in Kyiv” story is a staged narrative built on doctored 
images and circular amplification, not on-the-ground reporting. disinfo.detector.media+1

If you want to pressure-test similar claims in the future, the fastest sanity checks are 
reverse-image searches and looking for local confirmations from institutions named in 
the photos (museums, city services, police).
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Article 2 
The “Taba border exodus” clip: how a panic 
narrative was manufactured—and debunked
On June 23, a Facebook post by Sergey Tokarev framed a short video as “refugees near the 
Taba crossing on the Egypt–Israel border,” claiming Israelis and foreigners were fleeing 
after Iranian strikes and an airspace shutdown. The framing leans on a classic visual bait-
and-switch: pair a dense crowd with luggage, add a hot conflict location, and you’ve 
cooked up a story of national flight. The objective is straightforward—stoke alarm about 
Israel’s internal stability and launder that emotion through a seemingly eyewitness clip 
amplified on social media.

Why it’s false

Independent fact-checks traced the footage to France, not Sinai. The video shows festival-
goers at the Hellfest Open Air campsite in Clisson (western France). AFP matched 
landmarks and site features (the campsite signage, tent rows, and layout) to Google Maps 
and contemporaneous local footage; Myth Detector traced the original upload to a TikTok 
account posting multiple Hellfest clips. None of this has any link to border crossings or 
the Iran–Israel escalation. AFP Fact Check+1

Bottom line: the post re-captioned a French music-festival crowd as an Egypt–Israel 
border rush to manufacture panic. Treat any “border chaos” or “airport exodus” clip as 
guilty until geolocated.
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